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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF PUERTO RICO 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Plaintiff 


V. 


$7,270.00 IN U.S. CURRENCY, 

Defendant. 


CIVIL NO. 19- 


VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR FORFEITURE IN REM 

TO THE HONORABLE COURT: 

COMES NOW, plaintiff, the United States of America, by and through its undersigned 
attorneys, Rosa Emilia Rodriguez-Velez, United States Attorney for the District of Puerto Rico 
and Hector E. Ramfrez-Carbo, Assistant United States Attorney, Chief Civil Division, brings this 
complaint and alleges as follows in accordance with Supplemental Rule G(2) of the Federal Rules 
of Civil Procedure. 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

1. This is a civil action in rem brought to enforce the provisions of Title 21, United States 
Code, Sections 841(a)(1), 881(a)(6), and Title 18, United States Code, Sections 1956(a)(1) 
(B)(i), and 1957(a). 

DEFENDANT IN REM 

2. The defendant curTency seized by an officer of the Drug Enforcement Administration 
(“DEA”), consists of $7,270.00 in U.S. currency. 
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JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

3. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over an action commenced by the United States 
pursuant to Title 28 United States Code. Section 1345; over an action for forfeiture 
pursuant to Title 28, United States Code, Section 1355; and over this particular action 
pursuant to Title 21, United States Code, Sections 841(a)(1), 881(a)(6), and Title 18, 
United States Code, Sections 1956(a)(1) (B)(i), and 1957(a). 

4. This Court has in rem jurisdiction over the defendant cuirency pursuant to Title 28, United 
States Code, Section 1355(b)(1)(A) (acts and omissions giving rise to the forfeiture 
occurred in this district) and Section 1355(b)(1)(B) (the defendant cun'ency is found in this 
district). 

5. Venue is proper in this district pursuant to Title 28, United States Code, Section 
1355(b)(1)(A) (acts and omissions giving rise to the forfeiture occurred in this district) and 
Section 1395 (the defendant currency is found in this district). 

BASIS FOR FORFEITURE 

6. This is a civil action in rem brought to enforce the provisions of Title 21, United States 
Code, Section 841 (Unlawful acts) and 881(a)(6) (all moneys, negotiable, instruments, 
securities, or other things of value furnished or intended to be furnished by any person in 
exchange for a controlled substance or listed chemical in violation of this subchapter, all 
proceeds traceable to such an exchange, and all moneys, negotiable instruments, and 
securities used or intended to be used to facilitate any violation of this chapter), and Title 
18, United States Code, Sections 1956 (Laundering of monetary instruments), and 1957 
(Engaging in monetary transactions in property derived from specified unlawful activity). 
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FACTS 


7. The facts and circumstances supporting the seizure and forfeiture of the defendant currency 
are contained in the Title 28, United States Code, Section 1746 unsworn declaration of the 
Drug Enforcement Administration (“DEA”), Task Force Officer, Martin Burgos-Perez 
attached hereto, and incorporated herein as if fully stated. 

CLAIM FOR RELIEF 


WHEREFORE, the United States of Am erica prays that a warrant of arrest for the 
defendant currency be issued; that due notice be given to all parties to appear and show cause why 
the forfeiture should not be decreed; that judgment be entered declaring the defendant currency 
condemned and forfeited to the United States of America for disposition according to law; and that 
the United States of America be granted such other and further relief as this Court may deem just 
and proper, together with the costs and disbursements of this action. 


RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

In San Juan, Puerto Rico, this day of 




, 2019. 


ROSA EMILIA RODRIGUEZ-VELEZ 
United States Attorney 


s/Q^Sct0r (3^. (^umire!3-&arhS 

Hector E. Ramirez-Carbo 

Assistant U.S. Attorney 

Chief Civil Division 

USDC-PR-NO. 214902 

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 

Torre Chardon, Suite 1201 

350 Carlos Chardon Street 

San Juan, Puerto Rico 00918 

Phone Number: (787)766-5656 

Hector.E.Ramirez@,usdoi. gov 
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VERIFIED DECLARATION 


I, Hector E. Ramirez-Carbo, Assistant U.S. Attorney, Chief Civil Division for the District 
of Puerto Rico, declare under penalty of peijury as provided by Title 28, United States Code, 
Section 1746, the following: 

That the foregoing Complaint is based on reports and information furnished to me by the 
Drug Enforcement Administration (“DEA”); that ever}dhing contained therein is true and correct 
to the best of my knowledge and belief 


Executed in San Juan, Puerto Rico, this day of 



,2019. 


s/o^Sctor (S/. (^Amir63-&arhS 

Hector E. Ramirez-Carbo 
Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Chief Civil Division 


VERIFIED DECLARATION 


I, Martin Burgos-Perez, Task Force Officer (TFO), DEA, declare as provided by Title 28, 
United States Code, Section 1746, the following: 

I have read the contents of the foregoing Complaint for Forfeiture in Rem and the attached 
unsworn declaration thereto, and I find the same to be tme and correct to the best of my knowledge 
and belief. I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 


Executed in San Juan, Puerto Rico, this H day of 


2019. 



Drug Enforcement Administration (“DEA”) 
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UNSWORN DECLARATION 
IN SUPPORT OF FORFEITURE COMPLAINT 

INTRODUCTION 

Pursuant to Title 28, United States Code . Section 1746, I, Martin Burgos-Perez, 
Task Force Officer, of the United States Department of Justice, Drug Enforcement 
Administration, declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct: 

I am an investigative or law enforcement officer of the United States within the 
meaning of Title 18, United States Code . Section 2510 (7). I am, therefore, an officer 
who is empowered fo conduct criminal investigations of, and to make arrests for, offenses 
enumerated in Title 18, United States Code , Section, 2516. 

I have been a Task Force Officer with the DEA for over 15 years. As a Task 
Force Officer, I have been sworn to enforce the laws of Title 21, United States Code, and 
related offenses under Title 18, United States Code . I have received two weeks of Task 
Force Officer’s training at the DEA Caribbean Division, Guaynabo, P.R. In addition, I 
have served twenty-six (26) years with the Puerto Rico Police Department as an agent. I 
am currently assigned to the DEA Ponce District Office -Group 3. 

Dming my law enforcement career, I have received detailed instruction in and 
conducted various complex conspiratorial investigations concerning the unlawful 
importation and distribution of controlled substances; the laundering and concealment of 
drug proceeds; and the illegal use of communication facilities by drug traffickers in 
furtherance of their criminal activities. 

PROPERTY TO BE FORFEITED 

$7,270.00 m U.S. CURRENCY 
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BASIS FOR FACTS CONTAINED IN THIS UNSWORN DECLARATION 

I make this unsworn declaration, on information and belief derived from the 
following source: 

A. Oral and/or written reports and documents from the Puerto Rico Police 
Department/ Narcotics Unit in Aguadilla, P.R. 

1. The Ponce District Office (DO), Task Force Group 3 (TFG-3), continue their 
investigative efforts into members of the Krystal Menes’ drug-trafficking 
organization (DTO) responsible for the distribution of cocaine in the west area of 
Puerto Rico. This investigation is being worked in conjunction with the Puerto 
Rico Police Department (PRPD) Aguadilla Narcotics Unit. 

2. On May 9, 2019, members of the PRPD Aguadilla Narcotics . conducted 
surveillance at known drug point in the Tamarindo Neighborhood of Aguadilla, 
P.R. During the surveillance, agents observed a known local drug dealer, Thor 
LLORENS-Beza, meet with a FedEx employee identified as Lidia MENA- 
Polanco, and conduct what appeared to be a drug transaction. Subsequently, 
agents conducted a traffic stop of MENA-Polanco’s vehicle and she was found in 
possession of eight (8) bags of cocaine weighing approx. 33 grams. At this time, 
MENA-Polanco was arrested and charged with State narcotics violations. 
Subsequently, a State arrest warrant was obtained for LLORENS-Beza for the 
cocaine sale to MENA-Polanco. 

3. On May 10, 2019, agents again conducted suiweillance at the Tamarindo dmg- 
point and observed LLORENS-Beza at the location. At this time, LLORENS- 
Beza was arrested based on a state arrest warrant for distribution of cocaine. A 
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search incident to his arrest found him to be in possession $7,270 in cash, the 
money was specifically in his front pants pockets. Subsequently, case agents 
seized the cash based on the drug proceeds forfeiture theory in accordance with 
Title 21, use §881 (a)(6). 

This Unsworn Declaration is submitted in support of a Complaint for Forfeiture In 
Rem , which involves the offenses detailed in Section 881(a)(6) of Title 21, United States 
Code , particularly the all moneys, negotiable instruments, securities, or other things of 
value furnished or intended to be furnished by any person in exchange for controlled 
substance or listed chemical in violation of the subchapter, all proceeds traceable to such 
an exchange, and all moneys, negotiable instruments, and securities used or intended to 
be used to facilitate any violation of this subchapter. Therefore, I have not set forth each 
and every fact learned during the course of this investigation. 

Based upon my training and experience, participation in other investigations, and 
facts concerning this investigation, I believe that sufficient probable cause exits to show 
that there is present material evidence of a commission of a violation of a Federal Law to 
wit: demonstrates probable cause to forfeit the $7,270,00 in U.S. Cuixency, violations of 
Title 21, United States Code, Sections 841(a)(1), 881(a)(6), and Title 18, United States 
Code, Sections 1956(a)(1) (B)(i), and 1957(a). 

Sworn and signed under penalty of perjury, pursuant to Title 28, United States 
Code, Section 1746, in San Juan, Puerto Rico this _|^_th of August, 2019. 


I ^ , isk Force Officer 

Drug Enforcement Administration (“DEA”) 
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